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Firstly, I would like to pay tribute to the late Tim Teale who served as 
de facto and then official Chair of Barrydale Hospice since its inception 
in 2013, and who would have resigned from the Board at the end of 
the year but for his untimely death in December 2019. We owe so 
much of what we have achieved so far to his vision, his diligence, his 
unstinting commitment to and belief in the project, and his wisdom.  
We all miss his lively presence.  I acknowledge his substantial 
contribution to this report which is based on his last newsletter.  

Purchase of property in Van Riebeeck Street 

2019 was the year in which bolstering and expanding our support-
base was made easier than in some previous years, as this was the 
year when, at long last, we became the owners of 49a Van Riebeeck 
Street, Barrydale. This property was sold to us by Swellendam 
Municipality in 2017, and although both parties realised that the 
processes involved in the sale of publicly-owned land to a private body 
would require some technical manoeuvring to achieve, neither party 
expected the difficulties that ensued, involving several state entities, 
extensive public participation, blocked official channels of 
communication, incorrect identification of the property, the loss of 
the title deeds and the approval by  numerous organs of state.  Finally, 
on 4th December 2019 the property became ours. And a new chapter 
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in the life of Barrydale Hospice -  and we think of Barrydale - began 
with this transfer.  

To achieve this milestone we relied on your generosity and vision.  We 
are immensely grateful to our generous, patient and steadfast 
supporters. Mr Du Plessis at the Swellendam Municipality was most 
supportive and steadfast in assisting us through the two-year process. 
We have the means at last to sustain our income, and by expansion 
and development of this core asset, to extend and expand our hospice 
services throughout the whole community embracing and enlarging 
the social and particularly the medical services upon which this town 
will grow and thrive and to play a significant role in the upliftment of 
the entire Tradouw Valley community. 

One-star Hospice status  

The  past financial year also saw the achievement  of our one-star 
Hospice status (achieved in the financial year covered in this AGM) 
puts us firmly on our feet.  The accreditation visit for our one star 
status required extensive advance preparation and some frantic last 
minute work, but it set us up well.  We now have documented 
protocols to guide our activities and a formal status that gives 
recognition in the wider hospice community. We are immensely 
pleased and proud about this achievement.  To those who laboured to 
achieve it – be it on the property  or the  protocols we owe a huge 
thanks.   

Fund-raising activities 

We have been the recipients of gifts, donations and support from the 
community of Barrydale and from way beyond: nearly all our help has 
come from  people who know and love the town, having lived here 
themselves, or who make their living here, or have visited loved ones 
living here; some are sympathetic tourists who buy a raffle ticket, 
some do business here and donate kind or commercial space or 
money. We had a South African Lunch Party in St. George’s Church Hall 
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in Brighton, England, organised and catered by a former owner of the 
Hotel which raised a substantial amount of money. We held regular 
jumble sales both outside the Municipal Office and outside our own 
office; we held our annual evening take-away meal; the second Wacky 
Wine Run on the lovely Jan Harmsgat Estate provided some 
unexpected light relief for the imperturbable Board, the Widows Sons 
Bikers’ Rally brought in a large donation and much excitement to the 
town with the presence of dozens of wonderful machines over a 
week-end in November; the annual Christmas cake sale was once 
again a great success and the raffle offered some generous and 
glamorous prizes which attracted much support from the whole 
community. 

Changes to the Board membership  

Dr Colin Straker and Mrs Carien Smit both stepped down from the 
Board having served the Hospice with excellence and dedication over 
several years.  Both have indicated their willingness to continue to 
serve Barrydale Hospice as volunteer helpers into the future. 

I would also like to acknowledge the late Andrew Thom who was one 
of the founding members of Barrydale Hospice and served as a co-
opted Board member for some three years, providing valuable ideas 
and support until he was no longer able to do so.   

In 2019 the Board welcomed two new members, Mrs. Freda Brock and 
Dr Karen van Heerden. Freda and her husband Brian have long owned 
a holiday house in the town, and now, on retirement, Freda a 
professional social scientist and expert fund raiser for organisations 
involved with social development, has joined our team. Freda is 
driving our fund-raising requests to large organisations, foundations 
and trusts   

Karen is the Deputy Registrar of UCT, and her husband Derick own a 
holiday home in the town. Karen’s expert knowledge of corporate 
function, and knowledge and experience of the organisation and 
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management of a large entity, have strengthened and deepened the 
Board’s capacity and reach. 

Early in 2020 we also welcomed Shane Petzer to the Board. Shane is a 
well-known Barrydale business owner and community activist and has 
a wealth of experience in the functioning of NPO and NGO 
organisations and he will provide an invaluable contribution to the 
further expansion of Barrydale Hospice activities into the broader 
Barrydale community.  

I am pleased to confirm that the seventh place has earlier this month 
been accepted by somebody well known in Barrydale – Richard 
Alexander.  This means we now a full Board.  

The Board then consists of the Treasurer, Mr Vincent Uren; the 
Secretary, Mrs Nola Frazer; Sr Joana van der Merwe; Mrs Freda Brock; 
Dr Karen van Heerden and Mr Shane Petzer, and Mr Richard 
Alexander.  

Staffing  

Our services continue to be needed throughout all the community, 
throughout the year, day and night and in all weather. Over the past 
year we employed five permanent and two temporary carers, trained 
and monitored by Sr Joana, who have patients living in the town and 
beyond. All our patients receive home-based care, which is central to 
worldwide Hospice practice.  This applies also to patients who are our 
tenants living in Hospice Centre cottages.  

I am very gratified to report that in early 2020 we received a 
substantial donation from the Nussbaum Foundation, specifically for 
the employment of additional staff to enhance the functioning and 
expansion of the Barrydale Hospice project. We were thus able to 
advertise for a second full-time Sister who will take some of the load 
off Sr. Joana, create the opportunity to expand our palliative care 
nursing services and carer training, and provide a succession pathway 
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for the nursing service. There was little response to the 
advertisements and recruitment to this post in the current context is 
proving to be extremely difficult.  We will re-advertise this post in a 
few months.  

We were also able to advertise and recruit a part-time general 
manager who will lead the co-ordination of the various activities of 
the Hospice and take over some of the duties of the overburdened 
volunteer Secretary and Treasurer.  Anton van Vliet, takes up this role 
on 1  September.   

It is essential that Barrydale Hospice starts building a core of 
competent, skilled staff who can provide continuity and sustainability 
into the future.  

With the considerable increase in responsibility and expansion of 
scope required by the acquisition of the property, we have also 
appointed a part-time caretaker to attend to the myriad unexpected 
crises and challenges arising from ownership of a large residential 
property, and relieve our volunteer property manager, Malcolm Berry, 
whose practical assistance in maintaining the property over many 
months has been invaluable. We are extremely grateful for his 
considerable and skilled contribution.  We already employ a 
gardener/handyman for two days a week who will work under the 
supervision of the caretaker and manager.  

Looking ahead  

The acquisition of the property and the donation from the Nussbaum 
Foundation mark a significant upturn for the Barrydale Hospice 
because of what they make possible.  We are now able to expand our 
staffing capacity, and with that, extend our reach across the whole 
community.   But to ensure that the expansion is sustainable, we will 
need to remain strongly focused on fundraising, both in the local 
community and with national funding bodies.   
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The year ahead is going to be a challenging one as we emerge from 
the pandemic and face its significant social and financial 
consequences.  The Barrydale Hospice will be challenged to work 
around these consequences, but we hope we may continue rely on 
your generous support to help us reach our goals of expanding and 
extending our reach in the community.  

The Nussbaum Foundation grant and the acquisition of the property 
at two key achievements of the past year, and allow us to look forward 
to a next step in the development of the  Barrydale Hospice. We are 
deeply indebted to our supporters for the various ways in which they 
have contributed to bringing us to this point and we look forward to 
your support and ideas in the year ahead.  

Dr Karen van Heerden (Chair, Barrydale Hospice)  

Dr Colin Straker (outgoing Vice Chair,  Barrydale Hospice) 

 

 


